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f.essons to Be

g2 HIS disastrous fallure of
the - Cuban imvasion, an
cvent now just over two
munths old, will probably
140k as one of the most dis-
i flops in American mill-
.21 v history. 1t 18 now known
{1 thus highly secret opera-
tinm, concewved under one
administration and carried
out ugder another, was in-
cvapahie of success from the
start, Since the fiasco, there
has been much discussion of
“why' the invasion failed.

. Some have argued that with
substantial  American air
support, the landing might
have been more successful.
thers, and their view would
arfear to be the more aceur-
aie: one, have pointed out
that it was completely im-
possisrle for a force of only
# iya hundred men to topple
a well-entrenched communist
reclyye, no matter what as-
weparations may have
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of the Jownt Chiefs of Staff,
“.w.p reveals that Dulles and’ o
Piwsell pot only briefed tha,i;' Lo
ncw  administration on the i :
top - secret Cuban plans, but /. N
~zold the White House staff, -
as weil.” To a man, all of ,
ihe old professionals in"the -~ . o \ :
CIA and military who car- . . P
ried over when the new ad- - o ‘
ministration took power, urg- '
ed that the Cuban invasion .
be given a try. It is not sur-
prising, Alsop believes, that R
a new president shoaid fol- =
low the recommendations of . .,
these professionals, even, ]
when some. of his own A‘?- o ‘
gointeu, Secretary of State i
usk, for one, were ur B . ’
tl:iat the project be aban@on-| ' )
ed. 4

i

con 21,4 g

The Post writer also reveals
that the President went!
against his l?vm ix;m in
approving the pro ; :
nedy was never really t:ﬁ.
on its chances for success, -
and though he has later ac-
cepted full responsibility for .

nefdon. 1f America is to  the failure ag a President - . 4. . o
qme' | from this sobe epi- must do, he was critical ;/ o ¢ o * 'rj’f‘,:
s ¢& it would be hoped that ~ the project from the ficst.
. fall explanation car be moment he learned of it. °
~volypd as to why and how Other lessons from hindsight -~ - .
ihe dxcision could have been which Alsop points up are!
ma, é %, murlxch }tlhis ?gven. these: y
tur/jles assault when ac- . .
U4k chances for success (lznlflll:;taflﬁch:nge i'r I:p.gx: ‘
& 2o remote. The issue is | tionp like this en: the .
fpt as much ‘why'" the Cu- :hole lan must be re-ex-{ x
n invason failed as it is amined from start to ﬁnlshf -
/w” the tt)rder cgult}ihai\trg with a cold and fishy eye.! i
*Le: given to go ahead w : :
/ﬁfﬁ ! e Py groj oy The decision not to use U, S.:
74 > forces in the invasion just:
49z v of the best analyses we've  before the operation was:
swye on this latter point is mounted tied our hands and
cottained in an article cur- diminished possibilities-for’
. rerthy uppearing in the Sat- the ho or Cuban upris-.
i-day Ivening Post. Author. lng‘;i 0p's po:ﬁt isd ‘t" at ‘
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